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Festerday, the speaker of the Haousze of Rep-
b Ll + EJ.' o l S o= 1) E.;.l “\a"" LTeY
resentatives of the United States, inic befors
that body a commaonication from President
Iincaln, eaverit g the official coiraspondence be:
cwaon Secretary Seward and M, Dayton in
Tna

rafurence to the vote of ihe Hoase
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on Mexican

Y CHGR
Mr. Seward to Mr. Daytow.
[EXTRACT. ]

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
WASHINGTON, April 7, 1864
.Q‘il"i 1 X b3 3 * o #®
] send vou & copy of a resolution which passed
eha Fonse of Repressntatives on the
by & ynanimons vote, and which dec
opposition of that body to 2 recognition of a
woparehy in Mexico, Mr. Genfrey has lost
oo time in asking an explanation of this pro-
ceeding.,

[t is harily 38t
Yoratofore written with perfect candor for the
information of France to say that this resclution
traly interprets the unanimous sentiment of
the neople of the United States in regard to
Nexgico. It is. however, another and distinet
ausstion, whether the United States would
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necessary, after what 1 have
e

ce
W

think 1t necessary or proper to €Xpress them-
selves in the forin adopted by the tlouse of

Eepresentatiyes at this time. Thisis a praett-
eal and purely executive question, and the de-
eision of it constiutionally belongs not te the
House of Representatives, nor even to Con-
gress, but to the President of the United
States. You will of course take notice that
the declaration made by the House of Repre-
sentatives in the form of a joint resolurion.

L7548

which, lefore it can acguire the character o

a logislative act, must recve, frst, the con- |

currence of the Senaie, and, secoudly, the ap-

proval of the President of the United States,
or. in case of his dissent, the renewed assent

s
i

of both Houses of Congress, to be expressed

by a majority of two thirds of each body.
While the President receives the declaration

of the House of Representatives with tiiz pro-
found respect to which it is entitled as au ex-
position of its views upon the grave and im-
portant suhjeet, he directs that you inform the
Grovermuent of France that he does not at pre-
sent contemplate any departure from the poli-
ey which this Government has hithertc pur-
sued in regard to the war which exisrs between
France and Mexico. It is hardly uecessary to
say that the proccedings of the Houve of Rep-
resentatives were adopted upon gilggestions
arising within ttself, and not upon any commu
nication of the Rxecutive Department, and
ttat the French Government would be seazon-
ably apprised of any change of policy- upon
this subject, which the President might at any
tuture time think it proper to adopt.
{ am, sir, your obedicut servant,
WinLiAM . SEWARD.

Mr. Dayton to Mr. Scward.
No. 454 ° [EXTRACT. ] -
Par:s, April 22, 1564

; St I visited M. Drouyn ds Lhuys yester-
aay at the Department of Foreign Afairs,—
The first words he addressed to me on entering
¢ room were, ‘Do you bring us pealé Or
iug us war?’ T asked him to what he re-
etred, and he said he referred more immedi-
aicly to those resolutions recently passed by
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| States, [ begged,

3 2o Sl SRS 2 AL 3 o~ e 3
Congrass, in reference to the invasion of Mexz-
ico by the Krench, and the estabiishinent of

Maximilian upon the throue of that countiy.
L‘ﬁairl to _h_im in reply, that 1 did not think
France haa a right ¢o infer that we were about
to make war against her on account of any-
thing contained in those resolutions: thauv they
embadied pothing wore than had heen tea
stantly held out to the French Government
from the beginuing., That 1 had always rep-
resented to the Government here that any ae
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of wovernment in Mexico would be looked up- i Mr. Seward to Mr. Oayton
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foundation of arvepublic which wzs onr nezti Rz 1 havs the honor to 2cknowledze the
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Hon. Wa. H SEwARD, Secretary of Srate, Q.
#r. Day.ou to Mr. Scward
[EXTRACT. |
Parrs, May 2, 1864

Srr: Immediately upon the receipt of your
dispatch, No. 525, [ applied to M. Drouyn de
Lhuys for a special interview, which was grant-
ed for Saturday last. I then said that [ knew
that the French Government had felt some
anxzie‘y in respeet to the resolution which had
recently nas=ed the House of Representauives,
in reference to Mexzico : and inasmuch as I had
just received a copy of that resolation, together
with the views of the President of the United
' if agreeable, to vead to him
vour dispatch, in reference to the Iutfer. To
this he assented, and, as the shortest and most
satisfactory mode, following out wmy instoue-
tions, I read to him that entire portion of your

No. 461.

despatch wich applies to this subject, stating,

at the same time, tbat 1 thought it was a re-
markable illustration of the frankness and
straightforwardness of the President. W]
the.reading was ciosed, M. Diouys de Lbuys
expressed his gratification, and, after asking
some questions in regarg to the effeet off laying
a resolution upon the table in the Senate, the
eonversation terminated. ()

The extreme sensitiveness which was mani-
fested by this Goverament when the resolution
of the House of Representatives was first
brought to its knowledge nas, to a considerabie
extent at least, subsided.
* # e ¥ *
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I am, siv, your obedient servant,
Wit L. Dayros.
Hon Wi H. SEwarbD, Secretary of Stete.
hiit

. Beward to Mr, Daytoz.
| EXTRACT. }
[IEPARTMENT OF STATE,
WasTIneToN, May 9, 1364
Sir: Your dispatch ot April 224, No. 454,
has been received. 7
What you have said to
L' Huys. ou the
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The acenunts Som Foctress Morree, of mil
tary operafiong, on the James river, telegraph
ed to the Northein papers, are of such acou
tradictory character that hut hutle eredense ia
given them : for instance, in the dispateh da
ied on the 24th, anag published this morning,
it is aszerted In one paragraph that “‘the Jone
tederates have been largely reinforced by drafts
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